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Christopher Caleris will
become the new Principal at
Butternut Primary School,
due to the retirement of
Christine Sumpter. Chris
will move to Butternut from
his position as Assistant
Principal at North Olmsted
High School.  Chris joined
the district in 2001.  He
taught math at the Middle
School for 6 years, and also served as the dis-
trict’s Consulting Teacher mentoring new teach-
ers in grades K-12.   Many students and parents
also know Mr. Caleris as a coach.  

Jim Koontz will become the new Assistant
Principal at North Olmsed High School.  Jim has
been a 7th and 8th grade science teacher at the
Middle School, and the Science Department
Chair. Jim is also part of the district’s leadership
team that participated in the McRel Balanced
Leadership Training. He served as the Middle
School’s instructional leader for the cross-curric-
ular integration of the M.A.X. (Motivation,
Acquisition, Extension) Teaching strategies that
helps instruct teachers on research-based read-
ing and writing strategies in content areas. 

Denise Ressler will
become the new Principal at
Spruce Primary School  due
to the retirement of Dan
Mohar.  Denise has served
as the district's Consulting
Teacher since 2008.  She
was the Summer School
Lead Teacher for three
years, taught second grade
at Birch and Maple for a
total of 8 years, and was the Title I teacher at
Maple Elementary in 1998-99.  Denise founded
the very successful A.P.P.L.E.S. (Assisting
Positive Parenting through Learning,
Encouragement and Support) program at Birch,
Butternut and Maple schools which brings par-
ents and teachers together to discuss topics rang-
ing from reading strategies and literacy, to health
and nutrition.

Mike Diamond will
become the new Director of
Human Resources due to the
retirement of   Gary Novak.
Mike has served for twelve
years as a school administra-
tor in the Westlake and
Amherst schools. He has
helped his districts earn the
Excellent or Excellent with
Distinction rating, served on
negotiating teams, and helped to transition a 7th
and 8th grade junior high school to a high per-
forming team-based middle school. He began his
teaching in the Cleveland schools as a history
teacher and has also earned a Juris Doctor from
Duquesne University School of Law.
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