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1/9/2012
Hello Chestnut families,

As we begin the New Year I want to inform you of some new procedures we will begin implementing at Chestnut in regards to inappropriate behavior that may happen at school.  I feel that this will be a helpful step to be proactive in our pursuit to build an atmosphere where students feel safe. 

We will be following a process to help our students understand the importance of how to treat each other.  We had an assembly before the break that dealt with respect and believing in you.   I will be meeting with each grade level to discuss our plan.  During this meeting, I will be reviewing expectations and providing strategies the students can use.  We will be talking about a 3 step process when dealing with a difficult situation, expectations for behavior and the Chestnut Way.  The steps we will encourage students to follow when confronted with a difficult situation will be as follows:
· STOP – tell the student that he or she needs to stop in a firm, confident voice 

· DO NOT retaliate with a put-down of your own

· WALK – Once you have asked the student to stop and if the behavior continues,   walk away.

· TALK– Report the incident to the nearest adult.

Parents can help us as well.  Please review the above steps with your child.  Please encourage your child to be respectful to others.  We do not tolerate the use of profanity, put-down words (such as stupid, jerk, idiot, loser, dumb, etc...), spreading rumors or physical contact.

In the event that there is a case of the above behavior we follow a systematic approach to address the problem.  Each staff member will have access to forms that will be filled out if when an incident is known.  We will work together as a team to address each situation.  
Our main focus will be to introduce and reinforce the “Chestnut Way”.  The Chestnut Way is to be respectful to all and provide effort on a daily basis.  Those are the two important components for students to be successful at school and in life!!

Thank you for all of your efforts in helping making Chestnut a better place!  As always, please contact me with any questions, concerns or suggestions.

Sincerely,
Scott R. Moore
Principal
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Parent/Guardian:  Please sign on the designated line below, verifying that you have received and read the letter above.      Return this signed letter to your child’s homeroom teacher.





_______________________________________        Date:  ___/___/___
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