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Happy New Year!  I hope everyone enjoyed the 
break. 
 
We have the All-School field trip to th Ohio 
Theater to see “The Very Hungry Caterpillar and 
Other Eric Carle Favorites”  on Jan 13th.  This trip 
is funded with profits from the Entertainment 
Book Sales.   
 
Our next meeting is Tuesday, January 19th  at 
7:00pm in the library at Forest.  Please plan on 
joining us.  As always, there will be babysitting 
and light refreshments. 
 
Thank you, 
Shari Kasarcik 
PTA President 2009-2010 
skasarcik@hotmail.com 
(440) 779-9608 
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4 School resumes 
13 All School Field Trip to Playhouse Square. 

It’s going to be an outstanding opportunity 
for our kids.  We sent home permission 
slips in December, and there are a few that 
we haven’t received back yet.  If we don’t 
have one, your child can’t attend.  If you 
haven’t sent it back yet, please do so 
ASAP. 

19 Forest PTA - 7:00 PM – Media Center 
21 End of 2nd nine weeks and first semester 
27 Report Cards go home 
28 Parent / Teacher Conferences 
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2 Parent / Teacher Conferences 
12 Teacher Comp Day – No Students 
16 Forest PTA - 7:00 PM – Media Center 
22 Interim Reports go home 
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I hope your winter break was restful and peaceful.  I hope you had a great chance to spend time with those 
important to you during the break.  I had a chance to spend time with my family in Defiance, Ohio, for a 
few days.  The remainder of the break was spent here in the Cleveland area with more family and friends.   
 
January is bound to be a cold month.  Please make sure to send your child with a warm coat, a hat, and 
gloves to wear.  We plan to go outside if the weather permits for recess.  If the outside temperature or wind 
chill falls below 22 degrees, we stay in for recess.  This is our benchmark.  
 
As 2010 rolls in, we will be busy as we continue to grow and learn.  It’s hard to believe that the first 
semester is winding down.  The year is almost half over!  Our students have done an outstanding job 
working hard to improve in their reading and their math skills.  Your support and consistency at home truly 
helps to make your child’s learning continue to grow and develop.  Together, we can continue to make 
positive steps.   
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Below is a list of the students who have received the “I Have Made a Difference” Award during the month 
of December!  They have been recognized by their teacher or by another staff member who caught them 
making good choices, treating someone kindly, etc.  Their names are on display on our family tree outside 
the gym.  CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
Gehan Abusharef Sandra Carmona  Dominic Gareau Charlette Kukowski 
Eliana Mayle  Luke Mortensen  Mays Turabi  Mark Vangelos 
Gina D'Onofrio Zachary Doucette Dillon Gielow  Mahdi Jaber 
Jackie Kennedy Omar Mifalani  Rodina Mohammad Jennah Najjar 
Alexis Sarantos William Smith  Jacob Tepper  Hasna Yasin 
Isabella Bass  C.J. Croston  Maureen Dooney Gabrielle Hicks 
Myrna Kordab Alex Mossbruger Mahmoud Shouman 
 

 
 

 
 

Thank you to all who ordered Market Day in December. Together we earned $304.00 for the Forest PTA 
and the children. This January we have FREE PB & J Grahamwiches with every $40 purchase.   
  
Market Day pick-up is on January 14th. Have your order forms in by January 6th and internet orders 
need to be in by January 9th. 
  
Make sure you try some of the new items this month, Lemon Pepper Breaded Haddock Fillets or the 
Orange Chicken with Vegetable Fried Rice. Each is simple and easy to prepare.  
  
We are always looking for volunteers to assist at Market Day pick-up. Please call Mindi at (440) 716-3262 
if you can help. Thank you. 
  
Mindi Doucette - 716-3262    Kim Rahm -  777-1002    Colleen Bengele  -  777-2341 
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1.  Allow students to read passages, and questions to themselves before having them read it out loud.  This 
gives them a chance to figure out any words they are unfamiliar with and will also increase their 
confidence in reading orally. 

2. When asking questions out loud, ask them two different ways.  This gives them the necessary time to 
think through the question and develop their answer. 

3. After asking a question, give your child at least 5-7 seconds to think.  Again, this gives them the 
necessary time to think through the question and develop their answer. 
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Thank you for all your efforts so far this 
year.  We have collected over 4900 points to 
date. Campbell's had a promotion to give an 
additional 2500 points if we could collect 2500 
points by December 31, 2009 and we did it. We 
collected 2600 points in addition to our 2300 
points we had. So in total with bonus we should 
have over 7400 points so far this year. Thank 
you!  Keep up the good work collecting Labels. 
  
Colleen Bengele 
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We are having a contest this 

January. The class to collect the most Box Tops 
will win an Ice Cream Party.  I will be placing a 
white basket in each classroom and I will take a 
count each week to see the progress of the 
classrooms.  I will also have a chart by the office 
to show the totals of the classrooms.  So start 
collecting so that you may win an ice cream 
party. We really appreciate your support. 
  
Giant Eagle is also giving 70 Bonus Box Tops 
when you purchase any 10 products in a single 
transaction shown in the back flyer. This can also 
be used during this contest too. The items 
include Juicy Juice boxes, Cheerios, Roll-Ups, 
Pizza Rolls, Huggies, Ziplocs, Hefty, and so on. 
This would be a big boost toward reaching our 
goal this year.  
  
Thank you, 
  
Colleen Bengele  
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WOW!!  What a wonderful 2 days at Forest.  There are so MANY thank you's for this great 2 day event.  A 
lot of hard work by ALL the student's and their teacher's!  Making their special person feel right at home in 
their classroom!!  3rd Grade Council did an awesome job at greeting and escorting to the classroom's!!  All 
the snacks left over went to 3rd grade for their help. Other products left for November Teacher Conference.  
 
THANK YOU to... Mrs. C, Mr. Monnin, Mr. Rusty, ALL the teachers and students, Parents, Special 
person's, Central Kitchen, and Transportation for the Shuttle Van, 3rd grade Council and the awesome 
volunteers that lent a hand in helping and those that I may have left out-THANK YOU!!! 
  
I enjoyed watching all the hugs and smiling faces by all this day!! Have a Blessed New Year!! 
 
Sara George 
 

 
 

 
Submissions for the February newsletter are due 

January 19th.  Please E-Mail them to: 
 

dbengele1@gmail.com�
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We have been working hard and having fun.  Parents and fellow school mates were invited to view our 
Readers’ Theater, called “The ABCs of the First Thanksgiving”.  Students practiced lines and created 
pilgrim, turkey and Indian costumes.  Lines were read so well that a movie deal may be in the future! 
 
Should you visit the school, be sure to check out some of our “Snow” acrostics and winter scenes displayed 
in our rooms and in the showcase outside of the office.  In Social Studies we have been studying community 
workers, Pilgrims and immigrants.  Students enjoyed learning about the clothing worn by the Pilgrims and 
their children.  They also heard and watched stories about the challenges encountered on the Mayflower and 
during the Pilgrims’ first winter in Plymouth.  Some of the students brought in a few small items that they 
would take with them if they were moving to a new county.  Picture books and the Promethean Board 
provided stories and pictures of families who entered America through Ellis Island.  We discussed how 
thankful we are to live in a country that offers many opportunities and freedoms! 
 
In Science students have been studying animal classifications and their habitats.  On the Promethean Board 
we were amazed to watch videos of real reptiles, amphibians, mammals, fish and birds in their natural 
habitats.  Ask your child what group an animal belongs in and you will be proud to hear their answer.  The 
Lake Erie Nature Science was a big hit, reinforcing skills taught in class.  We are looking forward to visiting 
animals at The Cleveland Zoo in the spring.    
 
We enjoyed meeting parents during conferences and at our Readers’ Theater production.  As always, please 
feel free to contact us if you have any questions or concerns.   
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