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I cannot believe December is upon us and 2009 is 
coming to a close.  I’m sure I’m not alone when I 
say “It seems like yesterday I was back-to-school 
shopping.” 
 
For a short month in school, PTA certainly has 
many fun activities planned.  These include the 
Holiday Shop (Dec 4), December Drive for Dads 
(thru Dec 18), the Teacher Luncheon (Dec 18) 
and of course, the Winter Classroom Parties (Dec 
18).  Thanks again to all of the wonderful 
volunteers who make these events happen.  All of 
your efforts are greatly appreciated! 
 
So you can enjoy more time with your families, 
there is no meeting in December.  Please plan on 
joining us January 19, 2010. 
 
Happy Holidays! 
 
Shari Kasarcik 
PTA President 2009-2010 
skasarcik@hotmail.com 
(440)779-9608 
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3 Market Day pickup @ 6pm in the gym 
4 Holiday Shop 
4 2nd graders to Senior Center @ 1:15pm 
7 Interim Reports out this week 
18 Last day before the Holiday Break 
18 Forest Elementary Staff Holiday 

Luncheon 
 

��������������������������������
 
4 School resumes 
19 Forest PTA - 7:00 PM – Media Center 
21 End of 2nd nine weeks 
27 Report Cards go home 
28 Primary Conference Night 
28 Candid Pictures  
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We hope all had a good Thanksgiving break.  It gave us all some time to spend with family and friends, 
resting up for a good stretch until the holiday break.   
 
Our 3rd grade testing results from will arrive shortly.  These results are from the state OAT Reading Test.  
All of our 3rd graders have two opportunities to take this test during the year.  All students will have testing 
at the end of April, and we look forward to see how our students have grown between now and then. 
 
On December 4th, our students will have the chance to shop at the annual Holiday Shop to buy gifts for 
family prior to the holiday break.  The prices for these gifts are very affordable, and won’t break anyone’s 
bank.   
 
Our “Apples for Students” program is up and running at Giant Eagle.  If you shop there, make sure you 
have your bonus card linked to Forest Primary School.  Our school code is #2261.  Just ask at the register.  
Anytime you shop, a portion of the sale comes to the school in the form of equipment, supplies, etc.  It’s a 
terrific program, and your support is vital.  If you have family or friends who shop there, even outside of 
North Olmsted, our school can still benefit if they use our school code above!  If you have any questions, 
please call 779-3526. 
 
A few nuggets for you: 
 

• Student Illness – Our attendance numbers are back to normal, and all is moving smoothly.  We 
still want you to keep your sick children home.  If you log on to our school website, we’ve added a 
few documents that you can print out.  One is an illness checklist.  This can help you decide if it is a 
good idea to send your child. 

 

• Veteran’s Day – What an outstanding event!  We had about 25 veterans join us for part of the 
morning. We started with a flag raising in the courtyard, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  We 
then headed into the gym for some great singing by our students thanking our veterans for their 
sacrifices.  The veterans introduced themselves, when they served, and whom they were connected 
to at Forest.  The event ended with every student either shaking hands with or giving high fives to 
each veteran saying thank you.   

 

• Book Donation – A former teacher donated almost 1000 children’s books to the North Olmsted 
Schools!  We have set them all up here at Forest for teachers K-6, district wide, to come through 
and choose some for their classroom libraries.  Teachers have been very grateful. 

 
What are you thankful for? – I am grateful for the opportunity to serve the Forest community.  I am 
thankful for the staff that works so hard to help our students reach for the stars.  I am blessed with a great 
family at home (Nancy, Joseph, John, and Kate.)  I hope all had a Happy Thanksgiving! 
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Below is a list of the students who have received the “I Have Made a Difference” Award during the month 
of November!  They have been recognized by their teacher or by another staff member who caught them 
making good choices, treating someone kindly, etc.  Their names are on display on our family tree outside 
the gym.  CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
Eric Wasen  Erin McCaffrey  Jeremy Price  Madison Bauman 
Matt Parker  Musa Odetallah  Nimeh Salti  Rocky Loree 
Alec Campana  Andrew Nachar  Angela Frolo  Aziza Abed 
Brandon Huebler  Collin Mergel  Dania Mohammad  Isabella Intagliata 
Ledamarie Massas  Michael Capoj  Mikayla Serger  Natalie Kennedy 
Roshani Heer  Saif Najjar  Sala Al-Najjar  Tesneem Saab 
Zoe Bridges  Abigail Rigda  Amira Massey  Gabriella Croston 
Gennan Saab  Kaitlin Arnold  Kaitlyn Spinoso  Katey Mahoney 
Kayla Cummings  Kyle Smith  Matthew Olah  Michael Panepinto 
Morgan Berry  Evan Johr  Sarah Biddulph  Shelby Foster 
Zinta Frigic Emma Tabor Bradley Gribble Hennah Allan 
Austin Murphy Tasneem Shoman 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Thank you to all of our November Market Day customers!  Together we earned $487.00 for the Forest 
PTA and our children! 
 
Deadlines for December are as follows…11/24 – all order forms must be in to the office (NO 
SCHOOL ON 11/25); 11/28 – all internet orders must be completed by 12:00 am (NO EXCEPTIONS!) 
This is our 2009 Cookie Dough Sale.  Anyone placing an order for $25 or more will be entered into a 
drawing to win one of three boxes of cookie dough! December pick up will be on 12/3 at 6 pm in the 
school gym.  Any questions can be directed to Mindi Doucette at 716-3262.   
 
Thank you to all who donated pies to the North Olmsted Food Pantry.  Forest School was able to donate 54 
pies ($540.00 value) and 20 packages of coffee ($180.00 value).  Thank you for your generosity!  Mrs. 
Benik’s class was the winning class for the cookies & milk party to take place on Tuesday, 11/24 @ 3 pm. 
 
Mindi Doucette  Kim Rahm   Colleen Bengele 
716-3262   777-1002   777-2341
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2nd grade has had a busy year so far!  At the 
beginning of the month, we went to the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center where we took a 
hike and searched for Ohio Habitats.  We also 
got to enjoy their planetarium and learn about all 
of the phases of the moon.  We are just finishing 
our unit on Ohio plants and animals and will 
learn about weather and seasons during the 
months of December and January. 
 
In Social Studies the students are studying 
different landforms.  We love using the 
Promethean boards to bring the world up close 
and into our classrooms!   
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Community Council is accepting ideas for the 
theme for Homecoming 2010.  If anyone has a 
suggestion, please forward it to Anne Kennedy at 
kaj2kennedy@juno.com.  
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Thank you so much to those who 
have continued to drop off your 
Box Tops into the collection box 

by the office.  We have collected about $500.00 
to date. Keep them coming. 
 
We are having a contest coming in January.  The 
classroom to collect the most Box Tops will win 
an Ice Cream party.  I will be placing a collection 
box or basket in each classroom and I will tally 
each week the progress of the contest.  I will 
have a chart by the office to show each 
classroom’s totals.  So start collecting because 
the Holiday’s are a good time of year to collect 
Box Tops. 
 
Also, Giant Eagle has a Bonus 15 Box Tops in 
December. Check out the attached circular. 
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Our second graders will be brightening the holiday for areas seniors with 2 concerts to be 
performed in December.  The first will take place on Friday, December 4 at the North Olmsted Community 
Cabin.  We will be singing about 1:00 for the “Forever Young Ladies” luncheon.  The other is the following 
Friday, December 11 for a 1:00 concert at Westlake Village, a retirement community at the corner of Center 
Ridge and Schwartz.  
 
Students are asked to dress nicely for these special concerts.  Girls may wear dresses, skirts or pants in 
holiday colors.  The green, red and white will be accented with a shiny green and red hair bow that will be 
provided by the school.   Boys are to wear plain, white shirts that a red bowtie will be pinned to.  Button 
down the front with collar shirts work best, but any white shirt (no decoration or writing) will suffice. 
 
I know that the smiles and songs of our students will brighten the day and the holiday season of these adults. 
We will also be presenting each senior a gift that the students have made in art class.  These tissue paper 
window sun catchers will be a gift that keeps on giving throughout the year. 
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This year the Ohio PTA is promoting a December Drive for Dads.  Each PTA from Ohio is 
submitting one Dad’s name to be in a drawing to win a $25.00 gift certificate from Dick’s 
Sporting Goods.   Dads need to be a current member to be eligible.  There will be 2 gift 

certificate winners.  But I know who else will win when you join:  Your child(ren)!   
 
I challenge all the dads out there to make every child at Forest a winner and join Forest PTA by December 
18th.  It will be the best $6.00 you ever spent. 
 
Thank you and Happy Holidays, 
 
Shari Kasarcik  
PTA President 2009-2010 
skasarcik@hotmail.com 
(440)779-9608 

����
Please take a minute to complete the attached form and return with your son/daughter to Forest School.  
You are making a difference.  Thank you! 
 
******************************** PTA Membership Form ********************************** 
 
Child’s Name  _____________________________  Teacher __________________________________ 
                      _____________________________                __________________________________ 
 
Parent’s Name (s) ____________________________   
                             ____________________________ 
Address       ___________________________________________________________ 
Phone#        _______________________________                               
Email          _______________________________  
  
# of Memberships _________ X $6.00 = $________________ 

 
Please make checks payable to Forest PTA.  Thank you!  

Questions?  Contact Shari Kasarcik (440) 779-9608 

����
************************************************************************************** 
 

((((�+��������+��������+��������+�����������
 
  

Submissions for the January newsletter are due 
December 15th.  Please E-Mail them to: 

 
dbengele1@gmail.com�
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Our Staff Goodwill committee is organizing the annual Holiday Luncheon for staff of Forest Elementary on 
Friday, December 18, 2009 from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm.  If you have already signed up to help out, thank 
you, we will be contacting you soon with details.  If you would like to help out, please return the form 
below to the school or contact: 
 

Jennifer T. Pallotta 
440-734-4822 
jennifer@pallotta.com  
 

We will need volunteers to help out by providing side dishes, desserts, beverages, paper products and to 
assist with set up, serving and clean up. 
 
 
********************** Staff Holiday Luncheon Volunteer Form ********************** 
 
Child’s name: ____________________________  Teacher:  __________________________  
 
Parent’s Name:  ____________________________ 
 
Phone number: ____________________________ 
 
Email address: ____________________________ 
 
I can help with: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________________    
 
******************************************************************************�
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