Activity Purpose (Define Concisely)

1.
This program, sponsored by the American Bar Association on the National level, introduces a new and original mock trial case each year, written by members of the Ohio Bar Assn.  It is presented with great fanfare at the conference of OCLRE (Ohio Center for Law Related Education) held at the end of October in Columbus.  There the case is distributed for the first time to the 200 or 300 teachers in attendance from all over the state.  The case is explained by members of the legal team that designed it and the Constitutional issues involved are fully explored.  Attendance at the conference is not only very educational and informative, but really gives teachers many new ways to teach both the trial itself and Constitutional issues. 

2.
Participation in the mock trial program gives students an opportunity to compete in teams as lawyers and witnesses for both the prosecution and the defense.  They build and prepare their own cases based on the packet of Witness Statements and Admitted Evidence that is provided as part of the case
3.
Students develop valuable skills including the ability to organize quantities of information in support of a coherent position.  They learn to develop a line of logical arguments to support their positions using factual evidence and citation of sources.  They practice critical thinking which will benefit them in all academic areas while they explore the Constitution and Bill of Rights to gain a better understanding of themselves as American Citizens, all as a part of the process of presenting their cases.
